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By SEYMOUR M. HERSH

X Speell 1o The New York Times

WASHINGTON, Qct. 19—A
former Central  Inteliigence
Agency official said in a new
book publishea today that the

namese leper colony in 196
after Air Force photo analysts
mistakenly conciuded that the
‘buildings—surrounded by two
rows of barbed-wire fence—
were a North Vietnamese divi-
sion headauarters.

The former azent, Patrick J.

McGarvey, spent 14 years with
the C.ILA., the Defcnse Intelli-
gence Azency and Air Force
intellizence before resigning in
1969,
In his book, “C.LA., tie
1Myth & Madness,” publishad
by the Saturday Review Press,
Mr. McGarvey cherges that de-
fense agency and C.LA. speciai-
fats were overwhelmingly con-
cerned with providing what he
called “intelligence to please”
and would often distort facts
to do so.

In some cascs, he contended,
vital information was withheld
from the White House by bu-
reaucrats anxious to avoid crit-
jeism. . '

The leper-colony incident be-
sygan, Mr, McGarvey wrote, after
the Air Force rcported that it
“ithad spotted a division hcad-
quarters in reconnaissance pho-
tographs. At the time, the serv-
jce was cager to destroy the
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fighting capability of the North
Vietnamese Army, then largely
Iscill in the north.

! “They spetted a huge, heavily
guarded compound at a village

jofficial said. “No public men-
‘tien was ever made of the in-
cident.”

“An honest portrayal of what
intellizence is all about must

insuffcraible burcaucratic me-
rass witih little or no central
directicn sorely needing drastic
changs,” Mr. Nclarney wroto.

A spoxesman for the C.LA.
confirmed that Mr. McGarvey
had worked there, but refused
comment on the book. The book
was sent to the agency ior re-
iew before publication, Mr. Mc
Garvey said, and only a few
minor scgments were deleted.

In a letier to Mr. McGarvey
clearing the book for publica-
tion, an agency official noted
that if any claim is made that
the C.LA. “in any wayv ap-
proves your book or confirms
the accuracy of any informa-
tion contained here therein, it
will be officially denied.”

Sputnik Reported Stolen

Although the book’s title
deals with the C.LA., the bulk
of Mr. McGarvey's criticisms an
anecdotes are drawn from his
service with the Defense Intel-
lizence Agency during the Viet-
nam War. i :

Air Force bombed a North Viet-! called Quynh Loc,” Mr. Me-|"*

conclude that the C.LA. is aw]
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iGarvey said. “The compound

"[3o0int Chizfs “insisted that}

D.I.A. label the facility a pos-!
sioia military . headquarters
site.” His account went on:!
“D.1A, acceded to this demand.
On May G, 1966, a heavy bomb-

ing raid was mounted 2gainst]

the facili-y.”

‘No Fublic MMention Made

“A few days later,” Mr. Mec-
Gravey wrote, “the North Viet-
namese charged tirat the United
States had bombed a leper col-
ony at Quynh Loc, killing 30
paticnts  and  wounding — 34.
D.LA. examined the photos and
comparcd hery with those on
which they had based the mis-
sion.”

. “They praved to be the pos-
sible  military  headquarters
site,”” the former intclligence

In the book, Mr. McGarvey
also reports that C.ILA, agents
successfully stole the Soviet
Sputnik for three hours while
the missle was on a world tour
shortly after  its  successiul
launch. The C.LA. team “com-

iwas isolated and ringed with
barbed wire, Inside were arcas:

“lshut off from ecach other with:

more barbed wire."” - o
" Both the Air Force operations!
personncl and the officers at-f
tached to the Joint Chicfs of,
Staff  “concluded that this
had to be a division head-
quarters,” Mr. McGarvey wrote,
The initial defense agency anal-
ysis did not support that con-
clusion, he added, and it was
officially reported that there

the coxistence of a division
headquarters at that location.”

Mr. McGarvey, who was serv-
-ing with the Defense Intel-
ligence Agency at the time,
noted that it had previously
been determined that the North

was “no information to support)|

pletely dismantled it, tour sam-
ples of its structure, photo-
graphed it, reasscmbled s, and
retarred ioto ity original place.
undetected,” Le sind, i

Mr. MeGeirvey, now a resident”
of suburban  Washington, s
known tn hava spent someyears
working under cover as a
clandestine CAL apent in South
Victnam  and  elscwhere, but
deals lightly with his personal
experiences in the book.

“This book is not an attempt
to expose the C.ILA." he wrote.
‘One of my rcasons for writing
this book is to shed some light
on the most demaging, persist-
ent myth afoot today about the
C.LA~that it is an efficient,
well-run  machine capable of
almost any act of trickery or

Vietnamese Army had . aban-
doned all of its identifiable
parrison arcas and

military,

intrigue.”
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camps shortly after the air war,

“began in 1065 “and took to the
Jhills and caves.”
| Nonectheless, he wrote,
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